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BUSSELTON LIFE IN SNIPS AND SNAPS 

Statement by Member for Vasse 

MS L. METTAM (Vasse) [12.53 pm]: With an oral history going back thousands of years through the 
Wardandi people, together with a 200-year-old written history following European settlement, there is no 
denying that the Busselton region has an important story that needs to be told. Last week’s launch of Busselton 
Life in Snips and Snaps celebrated our region’s rich oral and written history with an entertaining collection of 
excerpts of recordings from the Busselton Oral History Group, along with historical photographs illustrating 
Busselton and the stories of people’s lives. These stories are of hard work, enterprise and the determined 
Aussie spirit. 

BLISS is the brainchild of Colleen Liston, who proposed collating snippets and snapshots of Busselton, and was 
supported by Heather Hill, who compiled the photographs. It is also the legacy of the oral history matriarchs of 
the Busselton Oral History Group—Margaret Tickle, Margaret Dawson and Delys Forrest—who for many years 
have wanted to bring together a collection of excerpts from the oral histories that they began recording in 1985.  

The Busselton region has seen enormous change in the last 200 years. These personal reflections tell the story of 
that change and provide context for the enviable international reputation our region enjoys today. BLISS is 
testament not only to our traditional owners and pioneers, but also to those who call Busselton home. In helping 
us understand our past, this important work will also assist us to move forward in creating our future. We owe 
a huge debt of gratitude to these visionary and dedicated women, whose commitment to local history has created 
a marvellous and enduring legacy. 
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